
AMH 4930 
Spring 2022 
Research Seminar: Slavery and the Archive 
Instructor: J.E. Morgan 
Office: FLI 234 
Office phone: 352-273-3397 (I can be reached here during in-person office hours, but email is best) 
E-mail: j.morgan2@ufl.edu 
 

 
Course Description 
This semester, we will delve into a range of primary sources that comprise what is often called the 
archive of slavery. For this course, this term refers to the vast archive of materials on which scholars of 
Atlantic slavery rely to understand the actions and experiences of people who were captured and 
enslaved in the Americas. Documents such as plantation journals, correspondence, ship logs, and images 
of enslaved people and/or their enslavers can reveal important aspects of people’s lives; however, they 
also often obscure important information. We will talk about how to read and analyze these types of 
archival materials in ways that foster a deeper understanding of various facets of the actions and 
experiences of enslaved people. We will discuss how slavery has been represented in archival sources and 
how those representations have been—and continue to be—challenged. Students’ work in this course 
will culminate with a research paper that centers the perspectives and experiences of enslaved people in 
Atlantic histories with regard to more personal accounts as well as public understandings of the broad 
social, economic, and cultural legacies of Atlantic slavery. 
 
Goals and Objectives  
We will consider how the work of writing history, or historiography, has been done, particularly 
regarding histories of slavery. We will discuss historiographical debates among scholars of slavery 
and how different approaches to understanding primary source material can inform the ways in 
which historians write these histories. Producing analytical essays based on primary and secondary 
material will be an important component of this course.  
 
Requirements 
Writing requirement: 4000 words, to be fulfilled in the paper assignments below: 

 
• Participation: 10% 

o This includes class attendance and informed participation. If you must miss class, 
you are responsible for obtaining the notes and materials from that day and 
information about assignments that may be due by the next class period.  

• Primary Source Analysis Essay: 10% 
o Due: Friday, 1/28 by 5 PM 

• Prospectus and Bibliography: 20% 
o Due Friday, 2/25 by 5 P.M. 

• Research Paper Draft: 20% 
o Due Friday 3/18 by 5 P.M. 

• Presentation: 10% 
o Individual sign-up for 4/7 and 4/14 

• Final Research Paper: 30% 
o Due: Friday 4/22 by 5 P.M.  



 
• Late work policy: Assignments submitted past the deadline will be docked a letter grade per 

day. Allowances may be possible for illness or emergencies. In such an event, contact me via 
email as soon as possible to discuss any issues that you may be having regarding 
coursework/attendance for this class. Waiting until the last minute to contact leaves fewer 
(and possibly no) options for solving problems that you may be having with an assignment. 

 
Texts 

• Readings will be made available through the library’s course reserves, some of which will be 
accessible through Canvas. In the Canvas navigation menu, see “Course Reserves.” Use 
Firefox to access these. Some library reserves may require viewing in person at the reserves 
desk. Links to other readings will be provided through Canvas=>Files=>Weekly Readings.  

 
Canvas Policy 

• The course syllabus and other materials such as assignments will be available via Canvas. 
Please check our course site regularly. 
 

Course Modality 
This class will meet face to face, but if conditions such as a quarantine or illness require you to 
attend remotely, please let me know as soon as possible so that you can receive the Zoom link for 
that day’s class. Please stay in contact regarding your status, as this class will default to face-to-face 
instruction. Be aware that participation in class discussions, including the class facilitation 
assignment, is still required of students who need to attend remotely. I will be glad to help you set 
up your remote facilitation. Email me at least one week prior to your assigned date in order to do 
this. 
 
Communicating with Your Professor 
The official communication method for this class will be through campus e-mail.  You will be 
responsible for checking your UF email since I will be using that address to correspond with you.  
You should check Canvas regularly for course updates, assignments, and emails as well.  

• My office hours this semester will be as follows this semester: 
o Thursdays 11-12, either in my office or by Zoom 
o Wednesdays 3-4 by Zoom 

• If you would like to meet, you may either come in person to my office on Thursdays during 
the posted hours or email me to request a Zoom link. If you cannot meet during any of 
these hours, email me and we will work out a time for a Zoom meeting. 
 

Cell phone/Tablet/Laptop Policies 
• In order to create a respectful environment that is conducive to discussion and learning, 

please turn off all sounds on cell phones and computers  
• Refrain using your devices in ways that may be distracting to your classmates (activity 

unrelated to class discussions, etc.).  
• Students who fail to abide by these rules will be asked to leave. 

  
Accommodations 
Students with disabilities who experience learning barriers and would like to request academic 



accommodations should connect with the disability Resource Center by visiting 
https://disability.ufl.edu/students/get-started/. It is important for students to share their 
accommodation letter with their instructor and discuss their access needs, as early as possible in the 
semester. 

Contact information for the Disability Resource Center is: 
• DRC@ufsa.ufl.edu 
• Voice: (352 )392-8565 
• https://disability.ufl.edu/contact-us/ 

 
Course Evaluation  
Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of instruction 
in this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Guidance on how to give 
feedback in a professional and respectful manner is available at gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/. 
Students will be notified when the evaluation period opens and can complete evaluations through 
the email they receive from GatorEvals, in their Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, or via 
ufl.bluera.com/ufl/. Summaries of course evaluation results are available to students at 
gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/  
 
The Writing Studio 
Students are encouraged to use the resources at the Writing Studio. 
 

“The Writing Studio is a free service for current UF graduate and undergraduate students. 
Students have the opportunity to work one-on-one with a consultant on issues specific to 
their own particular development. Because our aim is to help students become more 
effective writers, we do not simply proofread or edit documents. We can, however, assist 
students to become better proofreaders and editors of their own work.”  
For more information about The Writing Studio:  

• https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/ 
• To make an appointment online:  

https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/for-students/schedule-an-appointment/ 
• 2215 Turlington Hall 
• Office phone: (352) 846-1138 

 
Honor and Conduct Codes 

Honor Code and Academic Integrity: 
The University of Florida’s Student Honor and Conduct codes are in effect throughout the 
semester. The UF Honor Pledge states, “We, the members of the University of Florida 
community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest standards of honor and 
integrity by abiding by the Honor Code.” On all work submitted for credit by students at the 
University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or implied: “On my honor, I 
have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.”  
 
By taking this course, you acknowledge that the following are violations of the honor code: 
cheating on exams, plagiarizing any assignment (this includes but is not limited to failing to 
cite your sources or use quotation marks properly), submitting work that is not your own, 
excess collaboration, and giving false information to a faculty member. For the University’s 



complete Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code, click here: 
https://regulations.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/UF-Regulation-4.040.pdf 
 
*Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty are grounds for failing the course.* 
 
Conduct and Classroom Environment: 
Respectful discussions and collegial behavior are key to participation, learning, and success in 
this class. Maintaining this environment means arriving on time, silencing all devices, 
speaking respectfully to other students and the instructor, and avoiding behavior or activities 
that are distracting to others (including using devices in ways that are distracting/unrelated 
to class activities). Continued disruptive behavior may result in a lowered grade and/or 
disciplinary action at the department or university level. 

 
Statement on COVID-19 
In response to COVID-19, the following practices are in place to maintain your learning 
environment, to enhance the safety of our in-classroom interactions, and to  further the health and 
safety of ourselves, our neighbors, and our loved ones. 
 
  *   If you are not vaccinated, get vaccinated.  Vaccines are readily available at no cost and have 
been demonstrated to be safe and effective against the COVID-19 virus. Visit this link for details on 
where to get your shot, including options that do not require an 
appointment: https://coronavirus.ufhealth.org/vaccinations/vaccine-availability/. Students who 
receive the first dose of the vaccine somewhere off-campus and/or outside of Gainesville can still 
receive their second dose on campus. 
 
  *   You are expected to wear approved face coverings at all times during class and within buildings 
even if you are vaccinated.  Please continue to follow healthy habits, including best practices like 
frequent hand washing.  Following these practices is our responsibility as Gators. 
 
     *   Sanitizing supplies are available in the classroom if you wish to wipe down your desks prior to 
sitting down and at the end of the class. 
     *   Hand sanitizing stations will be located in every classroom. 
 
  *   If you are sick, stay home and self-quarantine.  Please visit the UF Health Screen, Test & 
Protect website about next steps, retake the questionnaire and schedule your test for no sooner than 
24 hours after your symptoms began. Please call your primary care provider if you are ill and need 
immediate care or the UF Student Health Care Center at 352-392-1161 (or email 
covid@shcc.ufl.edu<mailto:covid@shcc.ufl.edu>) to be evaluated for testing and to receive further 
instructions about returning to campus. UF Health Screen, Test & Protect offers guidance when you 
are sick, have been exposed to someone who has tested positive or have tested positive yourself. 
Visit the UF Health Screen, Test & Protect 
website<https://click.info.gator360.ufl.edu/?qs=8f0d5e01a3f7385148f144e2089093522a358a8d85c
b9db73c31675d3c5e5c0d27748d40c212f544822551342f1912ea5b4f2b890d5952e8> for more 
information. 
 
     *   Course materials will be provided to you with an excused absence, and you will be given a 
reasonable amount of time to make up work. 
     *   If you are withheld from campus by the Department of Health through Screen, Test & 



Protect you are not permitted to use any on campus facilities. Students attempting to attend campus 
activities when withheld from campus will be referred to the Dean of Students Office. 
 
  *   Continue to regularly visit coronavirus.UFHealth.org and coronavirus.ufl.edu for up-to-date 
information about COVID-19 and vaccination. 
 
And last but not least: 
Do not hesitate to email me if you have questions about papers or readings, are having difficulty 
with an assignment, or just want to check in and make sure that you are on track.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Schedule* 
*Subject to change—email me before the next class if you must miss a class. 

 
Week 1: R 1/6: Introduction 

• Course introduction and syllabus overview 
  
Week 2: R 1/13: Methodologies 

• Excerpts: Trouillot, Michel-Rolph. Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History. 
(1995) 

• Discussion of assignments 
 
Week 3: R 1/20: Methodologies 

• Hartman, Saidiya. “Venus in Two Acts” (2008) 
• Workshop: Primary Source Analysis Paper 

 
Week 4: R 1/27: Archives visit: Meet in Library East. Details to be announced. 
 

***Friday 1/28: Primary Source Analysis Paper due by 5 PM*** 
 

Week 5:  R 2/3: The Written Archive: Narratives and Testimony 
• Excerpts: Yellen, Jean Fagan. Harriet Jacobs: A Life (2004) 
• Primary source collection—see Weekly Readings under Files in Canvas 

 
Week 6: R 2/10: The Written Archive: Journals and Letters 

• Primary source collection—see Weekly Readings under Files in Canvas 
• Discussion of prospectus/bibliography assignment and presentation assignment 

 
Week 7: R 2/17: The Written Archive: Fragments 

• Excerpt: Fuentes, Marisa J. Dispossessed Lives: Enslaved Women, Violence, and the Archive (2016) 
• Excerpt: Berry, Daina Ramey. The Price for Their Pound of Flesh: The Value of the Enslaved, from 

Womb to Grave, in the Building of a Nation (2017). Link in Canvas. 



• Primary source collection—see Weekly Readings under Files in Canvas 
 

Week 8: R 2/24: The Archive of Images 
• Carrie Mae Weems: exhibition and commentary. Link in Canvas. 
• Berry, Daina Ramey. “How Early Photographs Reveal the Indomitable Spirit of Abolitionist 

Sojourner Truth.” Link in Canvas. 
 

***Friday 2/25: Prospectus/Bibliography due by 5 PM*** 
 
Week 9: R 3/3: The Archive of Images 

• Excerpts: Willis, Deborah, and Barbara Krauthamer. Envisioning Emancipation: Black Americans 
and the End of Slavery (2013) 

 
Week 10: Spring Break 
 
Week 11: R 3/17: The Literary Archive 

• Excerpts: McDowell, Deborah E., and Arnold. Rampersad. Slavery and the Literary 
Imagination (1989) 

• Harper, Frances Ellen Watkins. Iola Leroy, Or Shadows Uplifted (Link in Canvas) 
 

***Friday, 3/18: Research paper draft due by 5 PM*** 
 

Week 12: R 3/24: The Literary Archive 
• Excerpts: Tawil, Ezra F. The Cambridge Companion to Slavery in American Literature (2016) 
• Selections from the work of M. NourbeSe Philip. Links in Canvas. 

 
Week 13: R 3/31: Research, TBA 

 
Week 14: R 4/7: Public Representations 

• Excerpts: Mills, Cynthia, and Pamela H. Simpson. Monuments to the Lost Cause: Women, Art, 
and the Landscapes of Southern Memory (2003) 

• Presentations 
 
Week 15: R 4/14: Public Memory/Commemorations 

• Excerpts: Miles, Tiya. Tales from the Haunted South: Dark Tourism and Memories of Slavery from the 
Civil War Era (2015) 

• Presentations 
  

Week 16: R 4/20: TBA 
 

***Friday 4/22:  Final Research Paper due by 5 PM*** 
 

 


