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Course description

A survey of the history of Jews in Muslim societies and under Muslim rule, from the conquests of
the 7™ century to the dispersions and transformations of the 20" century. Including: Social,
political, economic and legal developments; Demographic trends; Interactions between
communities; Impacts of Imperialism, Nationalism and modern State-Building.

The Arab-Muslim conquests brought most Jews in the world under one political entity
and fundamentally affected Jewish history. As the early Muslim empire broke down to smaller
states and gave rise to subsequent imperial structures, this history became much more complex.
In the first millenium of the Muslim world, the vast majority of Jews still lived within its bounds.
This reality has only began to change a few centuries ago, and has drastically altered in the past
100 years.

While this survey of about 1,400 years necessarily has to skip a few details here and there,
it offers an overview of a crucial and central period in Jewish history. It uses the political history
and chronology of the Muslim world as a scaffold for outlining and contextualizing the Jewish
experience within this world, and the impact of this experience on Jews beyond it.
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Course outline

1 | Introduction

Course outline

Empires and Jews

Periodizations, geographies,
sources and challenges

2 | Pre-Islamic realities and the
rise of the Arab-Muslim
Empire

Arab and Muslim conquests

The lands and cultures that
became the Muslim world

The Jewish world before Islam

3 | The foundations of
coexistence: legal status,
incorporation and separation
(from Muhammad to the
Umayyads)

Early Islamic encounters with
Jews and Judaism

Adaptation, conversion,
rivalry and rejection

The development of attitudes
towards Jews and the legal
structures that bound them

The Pact of Umar and
Dhimmi status

Cultural exchanges and
interactions

4 | The Abbasid “Golden Age”

The central role of Baghdad
and the central lands of the
Caliphate

Long range networks of trade

New patterns of migration and
settlement

5 | Cities, regions and dynasties:
the rise of regional centers,
new states, and new “Golden

The creation of new centers
and the fragmentation of the
Muslim world

Ages”

Al-Andalus

The Medieval Mediterranean Kairouan, the Fatimids,

and maritime trade the Ayyubids

6 | Warriors of the faith The Crusades and the Italian The decline of Jewish

mediterranean trade communities in the Holy
Land and trading
outposts

The Almohads The plight of Iberian and
Maghrebi Jews

The Reconquista New Iberian realities

7 | Mongols, plagues and
conquests

The Mongol conquests and
successor states

The “Black Death” and the
waves of plague




Power struggles in the post

Mongol world

The religious shifts of the
Ilkhanids

Timur’s empire building

The disintegration of the
Golden Horde

Rise of the Islamic
“Gunpowder Empires”

The rise of the Ottomans

The rise of the Safavids

The rise of the Mughals

10

Out of Iberia

1391 to 1492

After expulsion

New diasporas

Settlement in the Ottoman
Balkans and Anatolia

The making of Sephardi
Jews

11

The Mediterranean lands —
from the Byzantine world
and Iberia to the Ottoman

domains

The making of Ottoman Jews

a. From Byzantine to
Ottoman

b. The impact of Iberian
exiles and conversos

c. Ottoman expansion to
Mamluk domains and
beyond

d. Further waves of
immigration

The Centrality of Ottoman
Jews

a. Central geographic
location

b. Large variegated
urban centers

c. Rabbinic training and
interaction, Codification
d. Eretz Israel (Safed &
Jerusalem), Kabbalah,
Messianism, Pilgrimage,
Fundraising

e. Stable, tolerant,
centralized, accessible
regime

12

East and West

Jews in Iran and their
diasporas

Safavid pressures, New
capitals and new
communities,
conversions and escapes

The far west — Moroccan lands

a. The Realities of
Maghrebi Jews

b. Models of Interaction:
Protected inferiors,
Courtiers, Agents,
Merchants, Foreigners,
Citizens




The expansion of Western
empires

French and British
global empires and
inroads in the Muslim
and Jewish worlds

13 | Modernization, or the Impact | a. Jews in a Modernizing
of Accelerated Changes in World
Technology, Culture and b. Education and Cultural
Politics Changes
c. Nationalism and State-
Building - New Options, New
Threats
14 | Endings and New a. Waves of Migration
Beginnings — Dispersion and | b. New Forms of
Restructuring Discrimination, Persecution,
and Destruction
c. Restructuring and
Adaptations to New Political
Realities
d. Remnants and Surviving
Communities
15 | Post migration New geography, new centers Israel, France, The US
Old regional diversity, its Countries of origin,
preservation and demise regional and urban
identities, descent
groups, language
communities, local
traditions
Identity politics Sephardi / Mizrahi
Identities and
Controversies
Historiography
16 | Conclusion A new global perspective:

From Jews in the Muslim
world to Jewish-Muslim
relations




