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Course description  
 
The modern Middle East has its roots in the long period of Ottoman rule that ended with the First 
World War. The Ottoman centuries left a lasting impact on the region and shaped many of the 
political realities, movements, ideologies and actors of the post-Ottoman century which has 
recently come to an end. Focusing on the region that would become British Mandate Palestine, 
the contested territory at the heart of the Arab-Israeli conflict, this course explores it as a territory 
in the Ottoman Empire, as a religious center, a destination for pilgrims, visitors and immigrants, 
as a site of daily life, a site of change, and as a coveted geopolitical asset. It offers a close look at 
Ottoman regional realities, the workings of the Ottoman state and society, and the interactions of 
imperial, local and foreign trajectories, during the four tumultuous centuries of Ottoman imperial 
rule.  
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Haim Gerber, Remembering and Imagining Palestine: Identity and and Nationalism from the 
Crusades to the Present (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008), pp. 1-79 (chapters 1-2) 
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Course outline 
 
 
1 Introduction Course outline  
  Course assignments and 

products   
  

  Resources and challenges  
2 Locating Ottoman 

Palestine 
A world of Empires  Ottoman, Mamluk, Iranian, Venetian, 

British, French, Rusian, Austrian, 
German 

  The Ottoman Empire  The Ottomans and their conquests, 
their regime, imperial structure, rivals, 
allies and changing borders; and 
important dates in their chronology 

  The land  Names, maps and borders 
3 Worlds of faith Religions and religious 

divisions 
 

  The Holy Land  
  Holy Cities, sites and 

routes 
 

4 Chronology and 
periodization 

Conquests, campaigns, 
military expeditions  

Ottoman, French, Egyptian, British 

  Rulers, governors, 
officials, administrators 

 

  Chronology and 
periodizations 

 

5 Geography Cities, towns and villages  
  Administrative divisions 

and subdivisions 
 

  Regions, topographies, 
landscapes 

 

6 Possibilities and 
constraints: 
environment, 
subsistence, 
production, 
materiality, 
security, 
mobility  

Water sources, vegetation 
and agriculture, farming 
and animal husbandry, 
natural resources, seasons 
and yearly cycles  

 

  Built environment, 
technology and material 
culture 

 

  Roads, streets, mobility 
and transportation, trade 
and supply  
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7 Population Demography and 
population distribution 

 

  Religious, ethnic, social, 
and linguistic groups 

 

  Population movement  Migration, settlements, urbanization, 
forced relocation, enslavement, 
nomadic practices, periodic and 
seasonal movement, diasporas 

8 Social and political 
structures  

Identifying social and 
political actors and their 
histories 

Notables, artisans, guilds, courts, 
elites, scholars, officials, intellectuals, 
soldiers, refugees, immigrants. 
Class and gender. 

  Social and political 
divisions, internal conflicts 
and warfare 

City dwellers, villagers, nomadic and 
semi-nomadic groups, neighborhoods, 
communities, military units. 
Families, households, lineages, clans, 
tribes, dynasties.  
 

  Legal systems, social 
supervision and local 
traditions 

 

9 Individual, society 
and economy 

Life and family 
trajectories, career ladders, 
career paths, training and 
education, occupation, 
employment, production 
and consumption, work 
and leisure 

 

  Land ownership, taxation, 
financial institutions, 
markets, family 
patrimonies and 
endowments 

 

  Catastrophes, protests, 
poor relief, charity, social 
support 

 

10 Society and culture  Languages and literatures Texts and ideas, writing, printing, 
readership, culture of the book, art  

  The ebb and flow of 
information   

Communication networks, letters, 
decrees, news and rumors 

  Cultural mediators and 
cultural exchange  

Travelers and researchers, pilgrims 
and pilgrimage, scholars and 
intellectuals, preachers and 
missionaries  
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11 Early modern 
Palestine:  
Review of the first 
three Ottoman 
centuries  

The first Ottoman century  Organizing imperial space,  
linking the local to the imperial center  

  The second Ottoman 
century 

Local politics and dynasties, 
regional and provincial networks  

  The third Ottoman century Challenges to imperial rule 
12 The last century of 

Ottoman rule I 
(1818-1878) 

Modern times: Innovations 
and Crises 

 

  Reforms, transitions and 
centralization efforts      

 

  New political arenas  
13 The last century of 

Ottoman rule II 
(1878-1913) 

New educated elites, 
intellectual circles and 
ideas 

 

  The new military structures   
  Empire and nations  
14 Ottoman endgame  

(1913-1918)  
Empire of the Turks   

  World war  
  Holy war  
15 Varieties of 

historiographical 
approaches and 
narratives 

Histories of the Palestinian 
people 

 

  Histories of the Jewish 
people  

 

  Conflict historiography   
16 Conclusion    

 
 
 
 
  


