
Medieval England 

 

Time and Location 
MWF 12:50-1:40 

Flint 111 

Description 
The Middle Ages were a formative period in the history of England. Neither that country, 
nor America would be what they are today without the Middle Ages. Many believe that 
the Protestant Reformation was the fundamental factor in shaping the national 
autonomy of Britain. However, a sense of being English came into being in contrast to 
Vikings. Lovers of liberty and freedom of conscience point to the Glorious Revolution of 
1689 as the key event in British history. But the fundamental document at the root of 
both the constitutional monarchy in Britain and of the American republic is Magna Carta 
Libertatum, issued in 1215. When interest shifts to the character of the general 



population of Britain or to the rise of large industrial cities, historians examine the legacy 
of the Industrial Revolution and the moral ambiguities of Victorian imperialism. 
Nonetheless, the Middle Ages are not without relevance for what England is today. The 
Norman Conquest and the Hundred Years War are often invoked as factors to be taken 
into account when explaining English attitudes towards the French. In both Scotland and 
Wales, the past has been reinvented recently to provide historical “justification” for the 
devolution of separate political authorities. In Wales, for example, Edward I’s 
suppression of the principality of Llewelyn of Snowdonia in 1282 has been falsely 
represented as an English takeover of the whole of modern Wales. Comparable rewriting 
of the Irish past from the late 19th century fed the rancor of nationalists insisting that 
the English had been trying to dispossess the Irish of their original nation as early as 
1169. Myth-makers do not care whether their history is sound or not, but historians do. 
This is where studying the Middle Ages becomes an advantage, given that so much of 
the symbolism associated with modern political movements and cultural fads, from 
Scottish independence to British (and American) fascination with the Vikings or Harry 
Potter, derives from what (truly) happened in the Middle Ages. Historians tend to start 
the history of medieval England with the Norman conquest, but they do not seem to 
understand that the first ruler to assume the title of “king of the English” did so almost 
200 years before the battle of Hastings. The approach taken in this course is therefore 
comprehensive: we will cover the whole history of Britain between ca. 400 and ca. 1500. 

This course is designed as a chronological and topical introduction to the history 
of medieval England, from the abandonment of the Roman province of Britannia to the 
end of the War of the Two Roses. Since this is a  survey, it is impossible to cover 
everything. Instead, the course will offer a selection of representative topics from a 
much larger possible list. We will examine some of the key political, economic, and social 
developments that had historical significance, the growth of the Church and its relation 
to the State, and the growth of urban culture in late medieval England. Our focus will be 
on England, but we will also take quick glimpses at some neighboring regions (Wales, 
Scotland, and Ireland), especially in relation to royal policies and power representation. 
Anyone with enough curiosity and desire to learn is welcome. At least three credits of 
history (preferably of the Middle Ages) are the pre-requisite for this course. 

Textbooks 
• Emily Amt (ed.). Medieval England, 1000-1500. A Reader. Toronto: University 

of Toronto Press, 2018. [hereafter Amt] 
• M. T. Clanchy. England and its Rulers,1066-1307. 4th edition. Chichester: Wiley 

Blackwell, 2014. [hereafter Clanchy; available in electronic format from Library 
WestLinks to an external site.] 

• Miri Rubin. The Hollow Crown. A History of Britain in the Late Middle 
Ages. London: Penguin, 2006. [hereafter Rubin] 

• Barbara Yorke. Kings and Kingdoms of Early Anglo-Saxon England. London/New 
York: Routledge, 1997. [hereafter Yorke; on two-hour reserve in Library West] 



Assignments and grading policy 
There is no attendance policy, but you are responsible for attending all lectures and 
reading the required texts, but you are responsible for attending all lectures and reading 
the required texts. Class participation  may be taken into account to determine the 
overall grade. The basis for evaluation of performance will be four quizzes and two 
exams (Midterm and Final). The unannounced quizzes are exclusively based on primary 
source readings from your Amt book and will consist only of multiple-choice questions 
(no essay). A careful study of these texts is necessary for a good performance at the quiz. 
The Midterm and Final exams will cover everything from lectures and readings. Both 
Midterm and Final will consist of two parts: an identification and/or multiple-choice part, 
and a short essay, in which you will be asked to synthesize your knowledge of the topic, 
dropping in facts to show that you understand the concrete aspects of that topic. Only 
the Midterm will be cumulative. In other words, the Final examination will cover only the 
material since the Midterm examination . Make-up Midterm and Final exam will be given 
for very serious reasons, in which case you may have to produce some official proof. 
There is no make-up for quizzes. Extra-credit work will be accepted only for students 
with active participation in class discussions. The format of the extra-credit option shall 
be discussed with the instructor during regular office hours. The following point system 
will be used in determining the final grade: 

Quizzes: 40 points 
Midterm: 30 points 
Final exam: 30 points 
Total: 100 points 

Grades. The following scale will be used in determining your final grade 

Points Grade 

97-100 A 

93-96 A- 

88-92 B+ 

81-87 B 

75-80 B- 

68-74 C+ 

61-67 C 

55-60 C- 

48-54 D+ 



41-47 D 

35-40 D- 

under 30 E 

Weekly Topics 
Week 1  (August 22-23): Introduction 

• Introduction. England or Britain? [Clanchy 1-22] 

Week 2  (August 26-30): Roman and post-Roman Britain 
• Britain in Late Antiquity 
• The ruin of Britain (5th and early 6th century)[Yorke 1-24; Amt 3-7] 

Week 3 (September 2-6): Post-Roman Britain (continued) 
• Monday, 09/02: Labor Day (no classes) 
• Elites and kingdoms: East Angles and Northumbria (6th to 

9th century)[Yorke 58-99; Amt 8-10 and 14-22] 
• Pagan vs. Christian kingdoms: Mercia and the West Saxons (6th to 

9th century)[Yorke 100-156; Amt 11-13] 

Week 4 (September 9-13): Vikings, old and new 
• Kings, Church, and Vikings (9th century) [Yorke 157-178] 
• Towns, Church, and (new) Vikings (the 10th and 11th centuries) [Amt 29-48, 53-

56] 
• The Norman conquest [Clanchy 23-46; Amt 85–103] 

Week 5 (September 16-20): Norman structures 
• Norman government [Clanchy 47-64; Amt 107-113, 120-123] 
• The Church Reform in England [Clanchy 65-82; Amt 118-120] 
• Economy and society in late 11th and early 12th-century England [Clanchy 83-

98; Amt 174-176, 187-190] 

Week 6 (September 23-27): England in the High Middle 
Ages 



• The house of Anjou [Clanchy 99-124; Amt 103-138, 145-148] 
• Legal reform and structures [Clanchy 125-139; Amt 148-159, 164-166] 
• The twelfth-century Renaissance [Clanchy 140-154; Amt 199-205] 

Week 7 (September 30-October 4): Angevin England 
•  The Angevin Empire [Clanchy 155-181; Amt 170-174] 
•  English society in the 12th and 13th centuries [Clanchy 182-197; Amt 159-164] 
•  King John and the minority of Henry III [Clanchy 198-222; Amt 190-199, 207-

227] 

Week 8 (October 7-11): The 13th century 
•  Henry III [Clanchy 223-247] 
•  Being English in England [Clanchy 248-266; Amt 227-232] 
•  The Commune of England [Clanchy 267-283; Amt 240-247, 255-257] 

Week 9: (October 14-18): The 13th century (continued) 
•  Midterm 
•  English society and Church in the 13th century [Clanchy 284-303; Amt 232-

240, 257-268] 
•  Friday, October 18: Homecoming (no classes) 

Week 10 (October 21-25): From Edward I to Edward III 
• Edward I [Clanchy 304-330; Amt 275-280] 
• Edward II [Rubin 17-37; Amt 291-293, 305-306] 
• England in the first half of the 14th century [Rubin 37-56; Amt 286-291, 294-

297, 299-301, 302-305] 

Week 11 (October 28-November 1): The Black Death and 
its aftermath 

• Black Death [Rubin 57-72; Amt 316-324] 
• Edward III [Rubin 72-115; Amt 308-315] 
• Peasant Revolt and Lollards [Rubin 116-128, 140-154; Amt 325-330, 335-

339] 

Week 12 (November 4-8): From the Parliament of 
Shrewsbury to the battle of Shrewsbury 



• Richard II [Rubin 128-140, 155-172; Amt 332-335, 339-344] 
• Henry IV [Rubin 173-212; Amt 370-371] 
• Henry V [Rubin 212-223; Amt 347-352, 355-358] 

Week 13 (November 11-15): England in the 15th century 
• Monday, November 11: Veteran’s Day (no classes) 
• Henry VI’s minority [Rubin 224-237; Amt 436-438] 
• Trade, country life, culture, and women in the 15th century [Rubin 237-

265; Amt 361-368, 370-371] 

Week 14 (November 18-22): Modus et ordo 
• Annus horribilis—1450—and its consequences [Rubin 256-274] 
• Edward IV [Rubin 275-285; Amt 377-385] 
• Church and law [Rubin 285-300] 

Week 15 (November 25-29): Thanksgiving Break (no 
classes) 
Week 16 (December 2-4): The end of the Middle Ages 

• Landed society and urban life [Rubin 300-312; Amt 385-399]. 
• Richard III [Rubin 312-318; Amt 399-410] 
• The end of the War of the Two Roses [Rubin 318-322; Amt 410-415] 

Final exam: December 13, 7:30-9:30 AM 
 


